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Amendments to the Claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Clzdms 1-4 (Withdrawn) 
Claims 5-29 (Cancelled). 

30. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for securing a fin to a sports board, 
comprising: 

a housing that covert siz e d and shaped to cover a fin mounting fastener; 

a first shaft having a first end connected to the housing and a second end 
extending awav from the housing : p e rpendicular to soid housing, - sked - and s hap e d to 
extend within a channel located on a bottom surface of ooid opono board ; 

a tab located at the second end ofthe first shaft that engages a Hp of a sports board 
channel when said apparatas is in a locked position and chat disengages the lip when said 
a pparatus is in an unlocked position; a fir s t end of aoid firot ohaft, said tab siz e d and 
shap e d to e ngage a Up of oaid channel when said apporamfi io in a4eGked - position, and to 
disengage ooid lip wh e n s aid apparatUQ is in an unlocked position; 

a second shaft spaced a fixed distance from the first shaft, the second shaft having 
a first end connected to the housing and a second end extending awav from the housing, 
perpendicular to said housing s s iaod and shap e d to e xt e nd into said ohonnol ; and 

a locking mechanism that prevents for prcventiRg removal of 
the housing from tlie sports board when the locking mechanism 
apparatus is in a locked position and that allows for allowing 
removal of the housing from the sports board when the locking 
mechanism apparatus is in an unlocked position. 

31. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the first shaf t 
e xt e nds from a the bottom surface of the housing when the apparatus is in cither 
th e lock e d or unlodced p os ition and the second shaft comprises a retractable 
deadbolt that extends into the channel when the apparatus is in a locked 
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position, and retracts into the housing when the apparatus is in an unlocked 
position. 

32. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of daim 31^ wherein the locking 
mechaxUsm is used to extend and retract tiie second shaft. 

33. (Currently An\ended) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the second 
shaft extends from a bottom surface of the housing when the apparatus is in 
either the locked or imlocked position and the first shaft is rotatable about an 
axis perpendicular to the bottom siu-face of the housing- 

34. (Previously Presented) The apparatits of claim 33, wherein 
the locking mechanism is used to rotate the first shaft about the axis. 

35. (Curremly Amended) The apparatus of claim 30, further comprising a 
depressio n - , - ^Qkl - d e pression located on a ihe bottom surface of the housing, that receives 
s iz e d and shopod to oooopt said fin mounting fastener. 

36. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for sectmng a sports board 
fin to a sports board/ comprising: 

means for covering a fin mounting fastener; and 
means for locking said means for covering covering means to 
a bottom surface of the sports board. 

37. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 36, wherein said 
loddng means the means for locking said covering means in place 
comprises: 

a fmt shaft having a first end connected to the means for covering and a second 
end extending away from the means for covering pcMfp e ndicular - to said housing.-siz e d and 
shap e d to e xtend within achajwol looatod on a bottom ourfaoo of ooid oporto board ; 
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a tab located at the second end of the first shaft that engages a lip of a sports board 
channel when said apparatus is in a locked position and that discn^a^cs the lip when said 
apparatus is in an unlocked position a first ond of paid fmi ohoft, oaid tab - siz e d and 
6t» ap6€t - to ongago a lip of Goid channel wh e n said - apporamo io in a lock e d po s ition, and to 
disengag e said lip wh e n said apparatas iG in on unlookod position ; 

a second shaft spaced a fixed distance from the first shaft, the second shaft having 
a first end connected to the means for cQv&rin|g and a second end extending away from 
the means for cQverin g T - p e fpendicular - te aoid houoinc. siged and s haped to extend into 
said ohonnol ; and 

a locking mechanism that prevents for preventing removal of 
the means for covering housing from the sports board when the 
apparatus is in a locked position and that allows for allowing 
removal of tite means for covering housing from the sports board 
when the apparatus is in an imlocked position. 

38. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the first shaft 
extends from a fte bottom surface of the means for covering housing when the 
apparatLis is in either the locked or unlocked position and the second shaft 
comprises a retractable deadbolt that extends into the channel when the 
apparatus is in a locked position, and retracts into the means for covering 
housing when the apparatus is in an unlocked position- 

39* (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the locking 
ntechaiusm is used to extend and retract the second shaft. 

40- (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the second 
shaft extends from a ttte bottom surface of the means for covering hou s ing when 
the apparahis is in either the locked or unlocked position and the first shaft is 
rotatable about an axis perpendicular to the l>ottom surface of the means for 
covering housings 
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41. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the locking 
mechanism is used to rotate the first shaft about the axis. 

42. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of daim 36, further comprising a . 
depressio n/ said dcprcsoion located on a the bottom siurface of the means for 
covering covering mcano / that receives slgcd and - oliapcd to rccQivc said fin 
moimting fastener. 

43. (Previously Presented) A method for securing a sports board fin to a 
sports board/ comprising: 

covering a fin moimting fastener with an object; and 
locking the object to the sports board, 

44- (Currenlly Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein covering the fin 
mounting fastener comprises: 

placing a housing over the fin mounting fastener by inserting a first shaft 
protruding firom a bottom surface of the object into a channel of the sports board, 
the first shaft having a tab located at an end distal distillate from the bottom 
surface, the tab parallel to the channel, 

45, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein locking the object 
to the sports board comprises: 

rotating the object with respect to a channel of the sports board, thereby 
engaging a. tab, located on a distal distillat e end of a shaft protruding from a 
bottom surface of the object, with a lip of the charmel; and 

extending a second shaft into the channel, thereby preventing rotation of 
the object; and 

locking the second shaft into the channel* 
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46. (Ctirrently Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein covering the fin 
mounting fastener comprises: 

placing a housing over the fin mounting fastener by inserting a first shaft 
and a secotui shaft protruding from a bottom surface of the object into a channel 
of the sports board, the first shaft having a tab located at an end distal diatiUatc 
from the bottom surface^ the tab parallel to the channel 

47. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, v/herein locking the object 
to the sports board comprises: 

inserting a first shaft and a second shaft into a channel of the sports board, 
the first shaft and the second shaft extending from a bottom surface of the object; 

rotating the first shaft around an axis perpendicular to the bottom surface 
of the object, the first shaft having a tab located at a distal distill end of the first 
shaft from the bottom surface of the object, thereby engaging the tab with a lip of 
the chaimel- 
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